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Dan Adler may not be as well known as some, but his extraordinary playing on this new CD is sure to
change that. Besides Dan’s glittering tone and precision, there are some wonderful solos and great rap-
port and interplay with the other members of this top-notch group: Grant Stewart, Richard Samuels,
Dmitri Kolesnik and Phil Stewart.

The four standards are all well known, and Dan’s arrangements treat them with high regard. The six
originals are very inventive, and the title track is a clever take on All The Things You Are. Dan Adler
shows off his considerable technique with much taste and professionalism. I highly recommend this
CD. Well done, Dan and company!

- Jack Wilkins
http://jackwilkins.com

I love Dan Adler’s new CD. He has such a nice sound combined with a precise time feel and killer
lines. It’s all there, all the right stuff. I like the little twists in the arrangements, like the odd chords float-
ing around on Star Eyes and the time modulations on You’d Be So Nice To Come Home To. Super Cool!
I also love the catchy originals, especially the title track. And Grant Stewart’s playing is so beautiful – a
real classic improviser. There is a lot of great music and great playing on this CD by all involved. My
hat’s off to Dan and the group.

- Peter Sprague
http://petersprague.com

I enjoyed Dan Adler’s new CD. Great playing by Dan and the group. I really love listening to Grant
Stewart’s playing. He has that full bodied authentic “Newk” approach to his playing. He knows it’s all
in the sound and Time.

- Jerry Bergonzi
http://jerrybergonzi.com

It’sanhonorandadreamcometruefor
metorecordmydebutCDwiththistop
groupofNewYorkmusicians.Grant
Stewartisoneofmyfavoritetenorplayers
ontheNewYorkscenetoday,andhaving
himworkwithmetointerpretmaterial
whichIwroteand/orarrangedhasbeen
inspiring,educationalandhumblingbeyond
words.RichardSamuelsandIhavebeen
playingpiano/guitarduetsforthelastfew
years.HehasrecordedanumberofCD’s
asaleaderinstylesrangingfromLatin,
BrazilianandjazztoJewishmusic.
Richard’ssound,technicalcommandand
soulfulnessmakeeachofhissolos
memorableandexciting.DmitriKolesnik
isoneofNewYork’sbusiestbassplayers,
andabandleaderandcomposerinhisown
rightwithseveralCD’sunderhisbelt.He
hasahugeacousticsound,greattimeand
choiceofnotes,andalwaysplayskiller
solos.PhilipStewartondrumsisjustas
musicalandinspiringashisbrotherGrant.
Hiscreativebrushworkonballadssetsthe
moodperfectly,andhisswingandimpecca-
bletimeandtastearealwaystheretoserve
themusicandpropelthegroupforward.
HisdrumsoloonIfIWereaJazzManisa
masterpieceofconstruction.Thankyou,
Grant,Richard,DmitriandPhilforputting
yourheartandsoulintothisproject.

IfIWereaJazzManborrowsfamiliar
elementsfromallthemusicalstylesthat
influencedme.Itisdedicatedtoallthe
musicianswhohelpedmerealizemylove

formusicingeneralandjazzguitarin
particular.Asateenagergrowingupin
Tel-Avivinthe70’s,mydreamwastobe
abletoplayjazzwiththetopmusiciansin
IsraelatthetimeandeventuallyinNew
York.Iamforeverindebtedtothemany
greatjazzplayerswith
whomIhaveplayedand
studied,andwhohelped
openmyearsandfeed
myimagination.Ican’t
listthemallhere,but
manyofthemarelisted
onmywebsite.Asyou
willseeinthenextsegment,thissongis
alsoabitofaJewishguilttripaboutthe
choiceIdidn’tmake.

StarEyesisdedicatedtoalltheteacherswho
taughtmetoaimhigh.Firstandforemost,
MarioLivio,nowafamousastrophysicist
andauthor,hehappenedtobemyphysics
teacherinhighschoolinTel-Aviv.He
instilledinmetheloveofphysics,math,
philosophyandartandshowedmehow
theyareallrelated.Thisfoundationhelped
melaterearnaMaster’sdegreeinElectrical
EngineeringandComputerScienceand
pursueacareeroutsidethemusicindustry.
Muchmorethana“dayjob”,mypassion
forEngineeringandSoftwarehastakenme
fromdesigningmicrochips,tocomputer-
aideddesignandsimulation,tobecoming
chieftechnologistofasoftwarestartup,to
myownopen-sourcesoftwareproject,to
developingsoftwareforlarge-scaledataand

time-seriesanalysis.Peopleoftenaskme
howIcanfunctionatahighlevelinthese
twoseeminglyunrelatedparalleluniverses.
Tometheydon’tseemthatdifferent.Once
Ispentthetimemasteringthefundamentals
ofeachfield,thecreativeprocessisthesame.

Onamusicalnote,asIwas
workingonthearrangement
forStarEyes,Iwantedtofit
inCharlieParker’sfamous
introduction.Intheend,I
leftitoutinfavorofa
variationonanotherfamiliar

intro,butGrantStewartmanagedtomaster-
fullyweaveBird’sintrointohissoloanyway.
Ihopeyoucanspotit!

Emilyisdedicatedtomywife…Emily.
Onceuponatime,whenwejuststarted
dating,shewasawayonabusinesstrip
and,aswespokeonthephoneone
evening,Ihadmyguitarinhand,soI
startedtoplayherthesongEmilyandshe
saidshedidn’tknowit.Iplacedthephone
uptothestereoandputontheversionby
theSingersUnlimitedfromtheA
Capellaalbum.Bythetimethelyricsgotto
“Asmyeyesvisualizeafamily,theysee
Emily”–Ithinkthedealwassealed.We
havebeentogetherfor20wonderfulyears.

Iwrotethreeofthesongsformythree
lovelydaughters.Sivanisalwayscheerful
andbrightlikeasamba,Kereniscooland
fullofdeepemotionsliketheblues,and

Taliaiscurious,thoughtfulandso
eloquentthatshecanwaltzaroundany
issue.Talia’sWaltzisalsomytributeto
Israel’smostfamoussongwriter:Naomi
Shemer,basedonthechordchangesto
oneofhersongs.

You’dBeSoNicetoComeHomeToisforthe
peopleI’vealwayslovedcominghometo:
myparents,RonandAliza.Theyspent
theirteenageyearsinSiberia,escapingfrom
theNaziswhoinvadedtheirnativePoland.
Theybecamehomeless,hungryandisolated
fromeverythingfamiliar,buttheyeach
survivedbystayingtogetherwiththeir
respectivefamilies.Theyhadtostartoverin
Israel,withmissedyearsofeducation,inan
unfamiliarlandwithnoknowledgeofthe
languageorculture.Theybothwentonto
earnPh.D.degrees,andreachthetopof
theirchosenprofessions.
Theyhavealwaysbeen
warm,lovingand
encouragingparents,the
kindyouarealwayshappy
tocomehometo.Mysister
Anat,andherwonderful
family’shomeinTelAvivis
anotherplacewealllovetocomehometo
wheneverwecan.

Bird’sIdeaisforallthosegiantsofjazz
whoweresoimportantthattheygotfunny
nicknames:Pops,Bird,Diz,Miles,
‘Trane,Newk,Bean,Dukeandallthe
others.Jazzwouldbenowherewithout

theiroriginalideasandcreativity.Inthe
80’s,Ihadachancetoplaywiththegreat
tenorsaxophonelegendSteveGrossman,
andoneofhisfavoritetuneswasRay’s
Idea.Iblendedthechord
changesforthebridge
fromthattunewithsome
variationsofBird’sideas.
Grossmanhadplayed
withDaveLiebmanon
ElvinJones’legendary
Lighthousealbumwhenhe
wasyoung,butbythetime
Imethim,hehadleftbehindthe
post-Coltranestyle,andallhewantedto
playwasbebopandstandards,whichhe
stilldoesinEurope.GrantStewarthas
carvedhimselfasimilarnichetodayin
NewYorkbydevelopinghisowncreative
voiceoutoftheSonnyRollinsschoolof

thoughtandsound.Being
creativeinjazzdoesn’t
alwaysmeanpushingthe
envelopeinunfamiliar
directions.

Finally,ILoveYouisformy
hero:JoePass.WhenI

firstdiscoveredjazzguitar,Ilistenedtoall
thegreatplayers.Ilovedthemallandstill
do.DjangoReinhardt,TalFarlow,
BarneyKessel,WesMontgomery,
PatMartino,JimHall,JackWilkins,
PeterSprague,KennyBurrell,
PatMetheny,GeorgeBenson–they
wereallspinningonmyturntablenon-stop.

ButitwasJoePasswhospoketomeona
differentemotionalandintellectuallevel.
Everythingheplayedmadeperfectsenseto
me.Itwaslogical,inevitable,melodicand

fullofpassionandenergy.
Tothisday,Istilllisten
regularlytoSoundsof
Synanon,ForDjango,
CatchMe,JoySpring,
Simplicity,Intercontinental
andtheotherrecordings
fromhisearlyperiod.

Iwouldliketothankthefollowingpeople
fortheirencouragementandadviceand
forrepeatedlytellingme“It’stime”:
JackWilkins,RussellMalone,
JoeGiglio,PeterBernstein,
PeterSprague,RickStone,
AviRothbard,MarkKleinhaut,
SteveHerberman,JamesSilberstein,
PaulMitchellBrown,KevinVanSant,
GilDor,AmikamKimelman,
AvivLivnat,ItzhakYaron.

Ihopeyouenjoythislittlepeekintomy
musicalworld.It’saworldoffamiliarity
andfamily.Aworldof
AllThingsFamiliar.

-DanAdler
January2009

dan@danadler.com
http://danadler.com

Dan Adler – Guitar

Grant Stewart
– Tenor Sax

Richard Samuels – Piano
Dmitri Kolesnik – Bass

Philip Stewart – Drums
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